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Members visit lawmakers in §;

Washington and Springfield

Asan organization, Farm Bu-
reau realizes the importance of
having personal relationships
withlawmakersat thelocal, state
and federal levels. To establish
and maintain those relation-
ships, Farm Bureau members
regularly take time away from
their work and family to travel
to Springfield and Washington,
D.C. to meet with their legisla-
tors.

Every fall and spring the Illi-
nois Farm Bureau Leaders to
Washington program takes a
group of Farm Bureau members
to Washington, D.C. The pro-
gram gives members an oppor-
tunity to experience national
government “behind-the-
scenes.” The group meets with
legidatorsand their staff to talk
about issues important to Illi-
nois agriculture. They also re-
ceivebriefingsfrom the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation.

About two dozen county Farm
Bureau |leadersfrom around the
state, including Betty Clasey,
Robin Cruse and Marguerite
Zahnd of Champaign County,
participated in the March Illi-
nois Farm Bureau Leaders to
Washington trip.

It wasthefirst timeeach of the
Champaign County members
had participated in the trip and

all said it was an unforgettable
experience.

“Wedidn’'t stop going fromthe
moment we landed until we got
back onthe plane,” Zahnd said.

The group walked the halls of
Congress March 6-8 to talk up
the need for a strong safety net
in the next farm bill, modern
locks and for an extension of
presidential trade promotion au-
thority.

They met with Representative
Tim Johnson and Senator Dick
Durbin aswell as staff members
from representatives Bobby
Rush and Rahm Emanuel and
Senator Barack Obama.

In addition to meeting with
membersof thelllinoiscongres-
sional delegation, thegroup vis-
ited the Canadian Embassy for a
briefing on U.S.-Canada trade
issues including an update on
Canada sWTO challenge of the
U.S. corn program. The group
also received updates from
USDA on soybean rust, the ag-
ricultureeconomy and farm pro-
grams.

Theladiesreported on their trip
to the Women's Committee and
the Champaign County Farm
Bureau Board of Directors dur-
ing their March meetings. All
three said they left with a new
appreciation for theway govern-

use.

Farmers exchange ideas at
Viewpoint meeting

The Viewpoint Committee held its annual gathering with
Champaign County farmerson March 9 at the Philo Tavern.
Nearly 40 Champaign County Farm Bureau memberscameto
sharetheir opinion onissues and hear information from other
membersand local officials. Discussion topicsincluded etha-
nol and biofuels, the governor’s tax proposal and local land

The Viewpoint Committee periodically holds events that
address current issues affecting local agriculture.

ment really functions and how
citizens can be part of it.

At the state level, a group of
seven Champaign County Farm
Bureau membersmadeatripto
Springfield during National Ag-
riculture Week to visit with state
legislators who represent parts
of Champaign County as well
as CCFB’sAdopted Legislator
from Chicago.

The group met with senators
DaeRighter, Michael Frerichs
and Dan Rutherford and repre-
sentatives Greg Harris, Bill
Black, Chapin Rose, Shane
Cultraand Naomi Jakobsson.

CCFB membersexpressed con-
cernsabout the governor’srev-
enue proposal that includes a
grossreceiptstax. Thisproposal
would tax al revenue received
by a business without any de-
ductions for the costs of doing
business. It is not based on an
ability to pay and thetax isim-
posed whether a business is
profitable or not.

Even though businesses that
grosslessthan $1 million annu-
aly are exempt, the gross re-
ceiptstax (GRT) would impact
al grain farmers by increasing
their input costs.

For example, according to the

Continued on page 2

the Illinois Farm Bureau Leaders to Washington trip in March.
They visited several members of the Illinois Congressional
delegation to talk about issues important to agriculture.

A group of seven Champaign County Farm Bureau members made
a trip to the state capitol in Springfield to visit with the county’s
legislators. Above are (left to right) Paul Compton, Brad Uken,
Robin Cruse, Kyle Krapf and Gerald Henry. (Karen Hertz and
Scott Bidner not pictured.)

Group to address school funding

Education funding reform is
once again in the news as Gov-
ernor Rod Blagojevich cam-
paigns to pass his recent pro-
posal to fund education and
healthcare through anew gross
receiptstax.

Prior to the governor’s pro-
posal, two hillswereintroduced
inthe Senate that would restruc-
ture education funding to make
it lessreliant on property taxes.
Senator James Meeks of Chi-
cago introduced SB 750 and
Senator Michael Frerichs of
Gifford introduced SB 508. SB
750 has been proposed and de-
bated several timesin the past,
but has so far not been passed.

Senator Frerichs' bill would not
beasfar-reaching asSB 750, ac-
cording to the senator’s chief
of staff, Zach Koutsky. How-
ever, it would provide property
tax relief and a stronger focus
on higher education. Neither bill
isexpectedto becalledfor avote
as long as the General Assem-
bly is considering the

governor’s plan.

Ilinois's education funding
structurewith itsheavy reliance
on property taxes has long been
viewed asunfair by groupssuch
as the Illinois Farm Bureau.
However, farmers are not the
only ones who see problems
caused by the current education
funding structure.

A group called the Coalition for
School Funding Reform formed
about four years ago in re-
sponse to the difficulties being
experienced by the Urbana
school district because of their
dependence on property taxes
for school funding. The group
was comprised of parents, edu-
cators and other interested citi-
zens, including Farm Bureau
members.

Champaign-Urbana provided
an example of the iniquity of
school funding through prop-
erty taxes, according to Lin
Warfel, a Champaign County
farmer and member of the origi-
nal coalition. As Champaign

grew and property values in-
creased, the Unit 4 School
District’s budget grew as well.
However, Urbanawas not expe-
riencing the same growth and
had therefore not experienced
the same funding increase for
their schools.

The Coalition held a series of
public meetings to educate the
public and raise support for leg-
islation that would amend the
education funding structure.
The group worked with then
state Senator Rick Winkel and
State Representative Naomi
Jakobsson.

In light of the current propos-
alstoreform education funding,
the Coalition has begun to re-
organize. The group has now
met again for the first time in
about three years to begin to
look at the current situation and
how to approach it.

“The needs are still huge,”
Warfel said. “Theiniquitiesare

Continued on page 2



President’s
Report

By Scott Bidner

CCFB Membersto Springfield

Asnoted in an article on page
1, agroup of CCFB memberstrav-
eled to Springfield at the end of
Marchto talk to our representa-
tives and senators. We need to
give our elected officials credit
for being ableto discuss, in de-
tailed terms, animpressive num-
ber of pieces of legidation.

Senator Dale Righter winsthe
contest for the most quotable
guoteregarding the Governor’s
ill advised proposed Gross Re-
ceipts Tax. To wit the senator,
when asked whether he would
support or oppose the
Governor’sGRT said: “Itispos-
sible | could be more against
it.....but | don’'t see how”. In
short, the plan is a huge tax in-
crease that has been tried and
abandoned by other states, in-
cluding Indiana. Itisabadidea.
Thoughtson 1031 Exchanges

| would assume that most
people involved in Champaign
County agriculture are aware
that 21031 land exchangeisan
aspect of tax law that allows a
personto avoid capital gainstax
from the sale of land by using
that money to purchaselike-kind
property. Most people would
also have an opinion, either to
thegood or to thebad, of 1031's
impact. Proponentsof 1031ssay
that they have been around for
a long time and are used for
equipment trades and can help
farmers trade for land closer to
home. Those statements are
true, but perhaps overlook the
bigger picture.

The Young Farmers and
Ranchersorganization (YF&R)
of the American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF) recently
gathered for their annual meet-

ing. The YF&Rs answered sur-
vey questions regarding their
optimism about the future and
the challenges they face. The
young respondents’ largest con-
cernwas accessto land and prof-
itability. Thefirst half of that an-
swer sounds alot like the state-
ment of oneyoung farmer debat-
ing on the floor of a past IAA
annual meeting when the ques-
tion of 1031 exchanges came up.

He said in brief “We are just
asking for the same opportunity
to buy and own land that you
(older established farmers) had.”
There is a whole generation of
young farmers, and those that
would liketofarm, that must now
compete to buy land with 1031
money.

I1linois Farm Bureau policy ad-
dressesthe question of 1031 ex-
changes’ impact by calling for a
comprehensive study by AFBF.
That study has recently been
completed and is currently be-
ing reviewed by thelllinoisFarm
Bureau Board of Directors. The
study includes a survey of the
American Society of Farm Man-
agers and Rural Appraisers
(ASFMRA) that states the per-
centage of buyers using 1031
money in 2005 Illinoisland sales
was over 50%. In 2006 that fig-
urewas40%. Morethan statisti-
caly significant.

Some of the best people and
farmers | know have benefited
from 1031s. However, the over-
all effects of the policy on land
prices and farm profitability
should be explored further.

Most farmers| know are ready
for alittle time off from winter
meetings and are looking for-
wardtoalittlequality timeplant-
ing the 2007 crop —Have asafe

spring.
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D.C., Springfield

Ilinois Fertilizer and Chemical
Association, corn producers
would pay an extra $3.31 per
acre and soybean producers
would pay an extra $1.69 per
acre for fertilizer, seed, chemi-
cals and application.

The GRT and proposed taxes
on services and payroll would
also affect local grain elevators.
ThelllinoisGrainand Feed As-
sociation estimates that an av-
erage grain elevator would pay
about $185,000 per year. As a
result, 22,000 acre farm that is
75 percent corn and 25 percent
soybeans will lose $7,655 per
year just from lower grain prices.

Thegroup also discussed bills
addressing anonymous com-
plaintstothe |[EPA, overweight
permits for agricultural inputs
and commodities, and recre-
ational land use.

School
funding

continued from pg. 1

still not tenable. We need to rec-
ognize that our world has
changed and need to bring our
structures up to date.”

The Illinois Farm Bureau has
once again made education
funding reform one of itslegis-
lativeprioritiesfor 2007. Thepri-
ority states that Illinois Farm
Bureau supports“legidationto
reform education fundinginI-
linoisthat implementsthe prin-
ciples of accountability, ad-
equacy and equity.”

This issue has periodically
cometo theforefront during the
last twenty years. One differ-
ence now, according to Warfel,
isthat many legislators believe
reformispossible.

The Coadlition will be holding
their first public meeting on
April 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Champaign County Farm Bu-
reau auditorium. The speakers
will beJim Nowlan and Senator
MikeFrerichs.

continued from page 1

Marguerite Zahnd (right) talks with Senator Dick Durbin
during the Illinois Farm Bureau Leaders to Washington trip in
March. Zahnd was one of three participants from Champaign
County.

listed these ingredients.

Women's Committee members Carol Erb, Betty Clasey and
Barb Esworthy work on putting together the agricultural
“flower pots’ the group distributed last month. More than
30 classrooms in Champaign County received the pots and
an information packet to help them learn about agricutlure.

Women’s Committee spreads agriculture
literacy to local schools

The Champaign County Farm Bureau Women's Committee
recently completed a project to help area elementary students
make the connection between agriculture and the food they
eat. Theladies made and distributed 34 baskets to Champaign
County classrooms along with a packet of information about
local commodities. The basketsfeatured “flowers’ made of com-
mon food items that include corn, soybeans, wheat or oats as
ingredients. The women put paper leaves on the stems that

Young Leaders tour Texas agriculture

Earlier this Spring, forty-one
Young Leaders, including Ben
Moye and Marguerite Tan of
Champaign County, partici-
pated in the 2007 Illinois Farm
Bureau Young Leader Ag In-
dustry Tour to South Texas and
Mexico from February 28"
through March 4. Thetour al-
lowed the participants to enjoy
awarmer climate while experi-
encing South Texas agriculture
first hand in the valley.

Thegroup made severd differ-
ent stopsin Texas before cross-
ing the border in Nuevo
Progresso the last afternoon to
get ataste of Mexico’s culture.

The Old Hidalgo Pumphouse
was the first destination where
the group learned about the
beginning of irrigation in the
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Rio GrandeValley of Texas. Itis
theonly remaining exampleof a
steam powered irrigation pump.

In addition, the Illinois Farm
Bureau Young Leaders toured
the sole citrus processing coop-
erative and the only sugar co-
operativein the state of Texas—
Texas Citrus Exchange and Rio
Grande Valley Sugar Growers,
Inc. Other sitesincluded afarm-
ing and feedlot tour of King
Ranch in Kingsville, a visit to
Port | sabel Historic Lighthouse,
adol phinwatch and Eco-tour in
South Padreldland along with a
stop at the Coastdl StudiesLabo-
ratory. A-W Produce Company
near Weslaco, whichisafamily-
owned and operated grower and
shipper of fresh produce, was
the last tour.

Champaign County Farm
Bureau Young Ag Leaders Ben
Moye and Marguerite Tan
participated in the IFB Young
Leaders Ag Industry Tour to
Texas and Mexico.



Foundation

Corner

By Debby Rehn

Contact: debby@ccfarmbureau.com

April is abusy month around
Champaign County and things
do not usualy slow down until
at least November! Many of you
areanxiousto get intothefields
and also quite thankful for the
landyoutill. TheFoundationis
thankful for our donors and the
opportunity they provide for
Champaign County youth to
pursue degreesin food and ag-
riculture. Oneway of express-
ing our appreciation is by host-
ing Lunch with the Bunch,
which will be held on April 5"
Thisallowsour Named Scholar-
ship donors, Foundation Board
membersand scholarship recipi-
ents from the past school year
to come together for food and
fun. Thank you to every single
donor —your generosity isover-
whelming. April isalsowhenthe
Foundation selects its scholar-
ship recipientsfor 2007-08. As
always, feel free to contact me
to discuss gift options. | wish
you all asafeand healthy plant-
ing season!

W Shopping for a unique gift
for that specia person? Look-
ing for something that will show
Mom just how appreciativeyou
areon Mather’'sDay (May 10)?
The Farm Bureau officeis one-
stop shopping! We have a new
collection of note cardsthat in-
clude photographs of agricul-
ture and floral scenes, the Uni-
versity of Illinois campus, and
our current best seller—Chief
[lliniwek. The Foundation is

also selling a new cookbook
entitled The Farm Family
Cookbook. The cookbook has
beenrecaiving ravereviewsfrom
throughout the statefor itsqual-
ity recipes (which comefrom |-
linois farm families), easy read
style, and its interesting “Ag
Facts.” Of courseproceedsfrom
the note cards and the cook-
book support the scholarship
program, which is the best rea-
son of al to purchase many of
each!

W | would like to alert high
school seniorsto another schol-
arship opportunity. Thelllinois
State Treasurer is once again
awarding five $2,500 Excellence
inAgriculturescholarships. Ap-
plicants must be: ahigh school
senior witha2.75 GPA in 2006-
07, aresident of Illinois, ac-
cepted at an accredited higher
education ingtitution in Illinois
by May 15", and pursuing an
agriculture or related degree.
Applicationswill beavailableat
the CCFB office or by visiting
www.state.il.ugtreas.

Sadly, the CCFB Foundation
family lost Eric Stonner, aformer
scholarship recipient, this past
month. Carol Keiser, former
Foundation Director, knew Eric
well through his volunteerism
with the Foundation and wished
to include the following in this
Foundation Corner:

In my years as your CCFB
Foundation Director, | had the

Specia thanks to Mahomet
Chairperson Chris Karr.

The Mahomet stop of the Coffee

Shop Tour brought in the amount
of contributions!

T
L e

The Philo Tavern hed Thursda’ stop on the Earth Partners

Coffee Shop Tour. Above, Peggy Kaye, Dave Gentry of WDWS
Newstalk 1400 Radio and Dick Miller, chairperson of the Philo
stop, show off the basket of 1llinois products that was

auctioned.

pleasure to work with several
if not all the scholarship recipi-
ents. Eric Sonner was the one
recipient whom | could count
on whenever | needed a hand.
For instance, heassisted in sell-
ing Beef Sandwiches at Jerry’s
IGA with my granddaughter,
selling raffletickets, completely
managing the CCFB Founda-
tion Coke Stand at the fair-
grounds and pick up and de-
livering auction items for the
annual meeting. Hiswarmper-
sonality and genuineness to-
gether with his natural leader-
ship qualities were far beyond
what many would expect from
a young man his age. Sadly,
Ericdied on February 25, 2007,
leaving usall for a better place.
True to his heritage, Eric had
an interest in the Champaign
County Farm Bureau Founda-
tion and a special appreciation
inagriculture business. Thanks
to his supportive Mother, Ellen
Stonner, and his precious
Grandmother, Marguerite Win-
ston, for being the special con-
nection between the CCFB
Foundation, Eric and I.

| ask my friends and col-
leagues to celebrate the life of
Eric Sonner and to join me by
recognizing hislegacy in a gift
to the CCFB Foundation for a
perpetual scholarship. Al-
though Eric'slife here on Earth
was too short, the great work
he started can be continued.

They are going

With nearly 1000 already
sold, the Farm Family

Don’'t miss out!

Pick yours up at the Farm BEureau office,
Proceeds henafit the Champaign County
Farm Bureau Foundation
Scholarship Program.

Cookbook is receiving
rave reviews. The recipes
come from lllinois farm
families; many have
been handed down
through several
generations.

fast.

Looking to buy or sell items related
to your

horses?

Come to the

Equine Garage Sale
Saturday, April 14

9 a.m.

-2p.m.

Farm Bureau auditorium

A 20% commission will be charged on consigned items.
Please mark items for sale with your name, address,
phone number and price. Items can be brought to the

Farm Bureau on: Friday, April 13" 3:00-6:00PM
Saturday, April 14" 7:00-8:30 AM

Sponsored by the Champaign County Farm Bureau
Equine Committee and the Old People’s Riding Club

Coffee Shop Tour another success

Earth Partners would like to
thank all of the contributorsand
volunteersresponsiblefor orga-
nizing their communitiesfor the
annual Coffee Shop Tour. This
year was the tenth coffee shop
tour and was the most success-
ful tour yet, raising nearly
$10,000. Thisisvery important
as grants from the state have
decreased significantly, yet the
teacher requests for materials
and workshops continue to
grow. Thank you for helping
Earth Partners to increase sup-
port to our ever-growing teacher
base. This support allows the
next generation to understand
theimportance of agriculture.
Special thanksgoto:

Dave Gentry of WDWS
NewsTalk 1400 Radio; Esther
Flessner, Fisher areachair; Chris
Karr, Mahomet areachair; Andy
Busch, Mahomet auctioneer;
Dick Miller, Philo area chair;
Jerrett Clem, Philo auctioneer;
David Hood, Gifford areachair;
and Jim Hannagan, Gifford auc-
tioneer.
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Above, David Hood (left), chairperson of the Gifford stop,
introduces auctioneer Jim Hannagan. Hannagan auctioned a
basket of Illinois products to the group gathered at the cafe.
This year’s Coffee Shop Tour raised nearly $10,000 for
agriculture literacy.

Commentsfrom teachers:

“1 am excited about incorporat-
ing the information and ideas
intomy Illinoisunit. Agriculture
is an important part of our Illi-
nois economy and my students
will now be awareof this.”

“As a farm wife, | thought |
knew a lot about agriculture;
however, | soon discovered that
production was only one facet.
Rest assured, my students will
learnmore.”



Health Screenings
Rescheduled

For those who attended the Health Fair on March 22, a
representativefrom Carle Occupational Medicinewill beat
theFarm Bureau on April 12th from 7:30t0 9:00a.m. to
screen cholesterol and blood sugar. No appointment isnec-

essay.

2007 Plat Books

have arrived!

2007 plat books are now availablein the
Farm Bureau office.

$15 for Farm Bureau members
$25 for non members

Whileyou'rein, pick up acopy of the
Barns of Champaign County aswell.

Defensive
Driving
Class

The Champaign County Farm
Bureau is offering a defensive
driving courseMay 15 & 16from
9:30am. to2:30 p.m. withan hour
lunch break at the Farm Bureau
auditorium. The cost is$12.00.

To sign up for the course,
please call the Champaign
County Farm Bureau at 352-5235
by May 7. Payment isdueat the
time of registration to guarantee
a spot.

Space islimited to thefirst 30
participants. Individuals who
sign up and do not take the
course will be charged $12.00
unless they cancel prior to the
May 7 deadline.

GM offers FB member rebate

ILLINOIS
BUREAU.

PRIVATE OFFERS.

For members only.

750 private offer toward the purchase or lease of any GM E85 FlexPaesl vehicls. (E3
athanal). Visit livegreangoyellow.com to find an EBS fuel station near you, GM's

Branson trip details finalizec

The Champaign County Farm Burerau will host atrip to Branson, Mo. November 15-
18, 2007. Thistrip will bejam-packed with showsand entertainment. Followingisabrief
summary. For completeinformation, please pick up aflyer at the Farm Bureau office.

Branson for the Holidays

November 15-18
4days/3nights

Tripincludes 3 breakfasts, 1 lunchand 3 dinners& 3 nightslodging.
Trip highlights include the following shows and stops:

-Jim Safford

- Daniel O’ Donnéll, Irish performer, teamsup with Mary
Duff to perform ablend of traditional Irish ballads, country

favoritesand traditiona gospel.

- ThePierceArrow Show featuresmusic from the Statler

Borthersand the Oak Ridge Boys.

- TheHughesBrother sastound all ageswiththeir rich

harmoniesand foot-steppin’ moves.

- Happy TrailsTheater & M useum featuresthe story of

Roy Rogersand Dale Evans.
- TheDutton Family
- Twelvelrish Tenors
- Veteran’sMemorial Museum

- Lambert’sCafe, Homeof the Throwed Rolls

For moredetails, including trip prices, contact the Farm Bureau office. Also, don’t forget

tosign up for the other Farm Bureau tripsavailable.
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FREE
CLASSIFIEDS

Two ads per membership
per year. Ads will be
accepted on a first-
come, first-served basis.
Ads must be to the
Farm Bureau by the
20th of each month.
Commercial ads will not
be accepted.

FOR SALE - 96 Case
IH 1020 25’ grain
platform, oil bath,

Tracker. $8,000. Call

694-4108 or 344-3784.

FOR SALE - 16’
Imperial Utility
Trailer. 10,000 1b
tandem axel, heavy
duty ramps, steel
floor, excellent shape.
$3800. Call 694-4108
or 377-8009.

FOR SALE - Neuton
cordless electric
mower. Complete with
all attachments. Extra
battery. Very good
condition. $350
complete. Call 469-
75009.

FOR SALE - GE 40”

gold electric range.
Self cleaning double
oven. Works well. $75
obo. Call 892-4674.

WANTED - Blocking
chute for 4-H steers.
Call 586-4003.

WANTED - Office
seeking typewriter in

good condition. Call
352-5235.

WANTED - Lawns to
mow in Champaign-
Urbana area. Call 356-
5478.

Committee
Happenings

Lady Landowners

The Lady Landowners will
meet at the Tony Noel Center on
the Parkland College campusfor
a tour of the new greenhouses
at 9:30am.onApril 16.

Women’s Committee

The Women's Committee will
meet at 9:30 am. on April 9 at
the Farm Bureau.

Young Ag Leaders

The Young Ag Leaders will
meet at 7 p.m on April 5 at the
Farm Bureau. Dinner will bepro-
vided. Those able will meet at
6:15 p.m. to clean up Springer
Drive.

Marketing Club

The Champaign County Corn
and Soybean Marketing Club
will meet onApril 2 at the Farm
Bureau. The speaker will be
Jacquie Voeks of Stewart
Peterson.

OnApril 3at 6:30 p.m., Jacquie
will giveafollow up to her No-
vember options course. Please
call 333-7672toregister for this
course.

Prime Timers

ThePrime Timerswill meet at
10:00 am. on April 12. The
speaker will beKevin Ullestad,
director of theAssembly Hall.

The entertainment will be the
Martin Luther Choir.

The cost to attend is$4.00. Call
the Farm Bureau at 352-5235to
RSVP.The cost to attend is
$4.00. Call the Farm Bureau at
352-5235t0RSVP,

Calendar of Cvents

April
Marketing Club, 7:00 p.m.
Options review cour se with Jacquie
Voeks, 6:30 p.m.
YoungAgLeaders, 7:00 p.m.
Office closed for Good Friday
Women’'s Committee, 9:30 a.m.
11  Spring Fling, 11:00 a.m.
11  Caalition for School Funding Reform,

w N
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7:00 p.m.

12 PrimeTimers, 10:00 a.m.

14 EquineGarageSale,9a.m.-2p.m.

16 LadyLandowners, 9:30a.m., Tony
Noel Center at Parkland College

17 Legidative Committee, 7:30 a.m.

17 Land UseCommittee, 9:00 a.m.

19 Board of Directors meeting, 7:00 p.m.

All meetings are in the Farm Bureau auditorium
unless otherwise noted. Please call the Farm Bureau
at 352-5235 with any questions.




